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Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to apipleefore you today to present the views of the
Department of the Interior on H.R. 412, a bill tnend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to designate a
segment of the Nashua River and its tributarigeénCommonwealth of Massachusetts for study for
potential addition to the National Wild and SceRigers System, and for other purposes. This bill
passed the House on June 23, 2014.

The Department supports enactment of this legmsiatiith amendments. The river segments and
tributary areas proposed for study exhibit the sypkequalities and resource values that would niiake
a worthy and important candidate for potential &ddito the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. However, we feel that priority should besg to the 24 previously authorized studies for
potential units of the National Park System, potémew National Heritage Areas, and potential
additions to the National Trails System and Natidkdd and Scenic Rivers System that have not yet
been transmitted to Congress.

H.R. 412 directs the Secretary of the Interiorttalg a 19-mile segment of the mainstem of the
Nashua River, except for a 4.8-mile segment thatiigently the subject of a Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) licensing proceedorgah existing hydroelectric facility (Pepperell
Hydro Company, P-12721). It is the Department’darstanding that this excepted segment would
appropriately allow the FERC to complete the ongdicensing proceeding without the delay that a
Wild and Scenic River Study would otherwise impose. specified in the bill, the study would
include unnamed tributaries of the Nashua Rivengthe segment designated for study, in addition to
the two named tributaries, the Squannacook andtS&sRivers. The bill requires the study to be
completed and transmitted to Congress within tlgeses after funding is made available for it. We
estimate the cost of the study to be approxim#880,000, based on similar studies recently
conducted by the National Park Service (NPS).

The Nashua River, once severely polluted, playedngortant role in the nation’s river conservation
history by inspiring support for both the state &ederal Clean Water Acts. The transformation of
the Nashua from a neglected and polluted wateravayné which now boasts the Oxbow National
Wildlife Refuge, regionally significant paddling @fishing opportunities, a remarkable protected
greenway system, and other important natural atidralivalues, is a remarkable success story. The
Squannacook and Nissitissit Rivers are two of eastlassachusetts’ most significant remaining cold-
water trout fisheries.

The Northeast Regional Office of the NPS recemiypleted a reconnaissance survey of the Nashua
River at the request of Representative Niki Tsontfessponsor of H.R. 412. The survey provided a
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preliminary evaluation of the approximately 27.9awsiof river that would be studied under H.R. 412
as a step toward a full Wild and Scenic River Studlige findings of the survey indicate that segrment
of the Nashua River exhibit the characteristics i@sdurce values likely to meet eligibility critefior
inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Riverst&yn. In addition, over the course of the past four
years, the NPS has responded to interest and ieg/@liom local advocates and town officials
regarding a potential Wild and Scenic Rivers stizythe Nashua River, and there appears to be
strong local support for protecting the river syste

If enacted, the National Park Service intends teutake the study in close cooperation with the
affected communities, the relevant agencies oQbimmonwealth of Massachusetts, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and interest groups such as thshVia River Watershed Association through a
partnership-based study approach. The partnebstspd approach is recognized in Section 10(e) of
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act as a means of eragpng state and local governmental participation

in the administration of a component of the NatlaW@d and Scenic Rivers System. The partnership-
based approach also allows for development of pgs@d river management plan as part of the study,
which helps landowners and local jurisdictions ustind their potential future roles in river
management should Congress decide to designatergttof the rivers being studied.

Although the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act requires tlevelopment of a comprehensive river
management plan within three years of the dateesigtation, it has become the practice of the
National Park Service to prepare this plan asgaatstudy of potential wild and scenic rivers when
much of the river runs through private lands. Tdlisws the National Park Service to consult widely
with local landowners, federal and state land mamsant agencies, local governments, river
authorities, and other groups that have interesétad to the river prior to determining if theeiis
suitable for designation. Early preparation of phen also assures input from these entities alsasel
users of the river on the management strategi¢sviald be needed to protect the river’s resources.

As passed by the House, H.R. 412 includes cerggjuirements for the study which we recommend
deleting. These requirements include determirtegeffect of the designation on existing commercial
and recreational activities and on activities conite) energy production and transmission
infrastructure, and on the authority of state awl governments to manage those activities. They
also include requiring the identification of anyttzarities that would compel or permit the Secretairy
the Interior to include or participate in local tanse decisions or place restriction on non-federal
lands, or that could be used to condemn propéeknd, they include requiring the identification df a
private property located in the study area. Thg@se of conducting a study is to determine whether
river meets the established criteria for eligilgifior the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Systevide
believe that the existing criteria used for makingt determination result in a sufficient amount of
information and analysis of the effects of a Wildl&scenic River designation. The additional
requirements included in these bills could potdiytiacrease the cost of the study and the time
required to complete it.

This concludes my prepared remarks, Mr. Chairmamould be happy to answer any questions you or
other committee members may have regarding tHis bil



