
River Management Society

Northwest Chapter Lower Salmon River Trip 

September 19-22, 2014
The Northwest Chapter of RMS, in partnership with the BLM Cottonwood Field Office, is hosting a September river trip on the Lower Salmon River in north-central Idaho.  
The Salmon River has carved the second deepest canyon in North America, which effectively splits Idaho in half. The section known as the Lower Salmon River begins at Vinegar Creek, 25 miles above the town of Riggins. At Riggins, the river swings north and then west for 87 miles where it then meets the Snake River. The river and its canyon are truly remarkable in this "pool and drop" river where difficult rapids are located in the narrow canyons. The numerous unusual white sand beaches offer camping and serve as a reminder that this river is still free flowing. The 20-mile stretch of the Snake River, from the confluence with the Salmon River to the Heller Bar take-out, contains slower moving water with some rapids and is often characterized by stiff up-canyon winds. September is a gorgeous time of year with warm, sunny days and cool nights when the high visitation is gone leaving the river serene and quiet for the rest of us!
Our RMS group will launch from the Hammer Creek put-in on September 19th and take-out at Heller Bar on September 22nd, for a total trip length of 73 river miles (4 days/3 nights) with 53 miles on the Salmon and 20 miles on the Snake.  The river is Class II – III+ pool-drop river and a perfect introduction to the pleasures of a long wilderness type river trip. Rafts, drift boats and kayaks are the preferred watercraft for this float. Rafters should be comfortable with Class III rapids and be able to “follow the leader”.  Kayakers should have solid Class III experience.  If you don’t have the experience, it’s OK!  There will be some open seats on experienced boater’s watercraft. Let us know, and we will do our best to arrange an open seat for you!
Trip Logistics

Registration:  Current RMS members may join the trip for $50.00 per person which covers your meals (Does not include your shuttle).  Registration is first-come, first-served and is limited to 15 participants (including host staff). To register, complete the registration form and submit to Ryan Turner along with your payment by September 5th.  Make all checks out to Ryan Turner and mail to:
Ryan Turner
416 North Junction Street
Grangeville, ID 83530
208-962-3687

rpturner@blm.gov 
The deadline for registration is 9/5/14 or when the maximum group size of 15 people is met, whichever comes first.  A waiting list will be maintained in the event of a cancellation. Registration fees are non-refundable, be sure of your availability before registering because there will be no refunds.
Pre-Trip Information:  Participants should arrive at the Hammer Creek put-in by 8:00 am Pacific Time on Friday, September 19, the morning of the launch, to prep boats and gear.  We will try and launch by 10 am Pacific Time. There is a fee campground at Hammer Creek or lodging options in Grangeville or White Bird.
Idaho Invasive Species Sticker Requirement - Anyone who wishes to launch their boat in Idaho waters is required to purchase an Idaho Invasive Species Fund sticker for $7.00. This sticker is required to legally launch and operate your boat in Idaho.              https://idpr.idaho.gov/Renewal/Default.aspx
Washington State Discover Pass Requirement – The Discover Pass must be displayed on your vehicle when visiting Washington State recreation lands.  Anyone who is planning on shuttling/parking their vehicle at the Heller Bar take-out will be required to purchase a Discover Pass. 
http://www.discoverpass.wa.gov/ 
Floating Logistics:  We will launch on Friday morning, September 19 no later than 10 AM Pacific Time at Hammer Creek and spend 4 days and 3 nights on the river, coming off on Monday afternoon, September 22 at Heller Bar.  Packets with more detailed information will be provided to participants (river map, traveling routes, directions, trip information packet).
On the morning of day 4 (Monday, Sept. 22) we will get to the confluence of the Snake and Salmon Rivers.  From that point, those that wish to can tie up their rafts and motor out the 20 miles of the Snake to Heller Bar with the BLM River Rangers.  Or, those that wish to row out the last 20 miles can.  It can be a 5 – 7 hour row out depending on the wind.  With the motor it is 2.5 – 3.5 hours which would put us at the take out around 1pm.  
Meals:  Meals from lunch on 9/19 through lunch on 9/22 will be provided.  Breakfast on 9/19 and dinner on 9/22 are on your own.  
Shuttles:  Shuttles will not be included in the trip cost.  The cost of a shuttle from Hammer Creek to Heller Bar is around $130/vehicle.

***Make sure to get a Washington State Discover Pass to leave a 



vehicle at Heller Bar.
Weather & Gear:  Rain is possible in late September and average temperatures can range from 32 to 80 degrees.  So please be prepared for a wide range of weather conditions. Confirmed participants will receive a recommended gear list with their trip packet.      

Directions:  
Hammer Creek is approximately 5 miles west of White Bird, ID off of Highway 95.
Heller Bar is 30 miles west of Asotin, WA on Snake River Rd.

Detailed directions and maps can be found on the BLM Cottonwood Field Office website or contact Ryan Turner.
Post Trip Information:  We should be off the river by mid-afternoon, Monday, September 22.  Additional travel information will be sent to participants, including camping and lodging information for those wishing to spend an additional night in the area prior to traveling home.
Additional information on this trip, contact:


Ryan Turner
rpturner@blm.gov
(208) 962-3687
Additional Resources:
BLM Lower Salmon website: 

http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/visit_and_play/things_to_do/rivers/rivers/lower_salmon_river.html
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