NW Chapter RMS Big Blackfoot River Trip 

July 12-14, 2013
The Northwest Chapter of RMS, in partnership with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP), is hosting a mid-July river trip on the Big Blackfoot River in western Montana, near Missoula.  The Blackfoot is one of Montana’s most popular river trips. Managed by MFWP along with multiple partnering agencies, the Blackfoot winds through beautiful argillite canyons and scenic open sage and timbered valleys.  This reach is noted for its spectacular scenery, fish, and wildlife and made nationally famous with the book and movie, “A River Runs Through It, by Norman McLean.  July is a gorgeous time of year with generally warm, sunny days and cool nights.
This opportunity to camp along the river was made possible by a new program that has created and designated float-in only camps.  These camps can be reserved in advance and give floaters an opportunity to make multi-day trips without camping in car camping sites.  
This Northwest Chapter trip will launch from the Harry Morgan Recreation Site and take-out at Johnsrud Park, for a total trip length of about 40 river miles (3 days/2 nights).  The river is mostly Class II, with some Class III technical rocky sections in the expected lower summer flows.  Rafts, driftboats, kayaks, SUP’s are suitable watercraft for this float.  Experience and skills appropriate for Class III are essential for a fun and safe float.  There may be some open seats available on experienced boater’s watercraft. Let us know, and we will do our best to arrange an open seat for you.
Trip Logistics

Registration:  The trip is first open to Northwest Chapter RMS members, then RMS members outside the chapter and non-members.  Non-members wishing to join the trip will be charged $130 ($80 plus $50 which includes a one year membership to RMS).  Registration is first-come, first-served and is limited to 8 participants (including host staff) due to group size limitations at the campsites. To register, mail the registration form and a check (made out to Dave Ryan for $80 ($130 non-members) to the following address:  
Dave Ryan
P.O. Box 9453

Missoula, MT 59807

The deadline for registration is 6/30/2013 or when the maximum group size of 8 people is met, whichever comes first.  A waiting list will be maintained in the event of a cancellation. Please keep in mind that registration fees are non-refundable – be sure of your availability before registering. 

Meeting Information:  On Friday, July 12, participants should plan to meet at the Travel Plaza (fuel and food available) at the Bonner exit just 6 miles east of Missoula, off Interstate 90 at 9 AM.  We can consolidate our vehicles, if possible, and then head to the launch site to prep boats and gear. If you are behind schedule or need directions, please call Dave Ryan at 406-240-4198.  
Floating Logistics:  We will launch on Friday morning, July 12, at the Harry Morgan Recreation Site and spend 3 days and 2 nights on the river, taking out on Sunday afternoon at Johnsrud Park.  A commercial shuttle service will transfer our vehicles to the takeout. 
Meals:  Meals from lunch on Friday through lunch on Sunday will be provided.  

Weather & Gear:  Please be prepared for a wide range of weather conditions. 

Post Trip Information:  We should be off the river by mid-afternoon, Sunday, July 14.    Additional travel information will be sent to participants, including camping and lodging information for those wishing to spend an additional night in the area prior to traveling home.

For additional information on this trip, contact:
Dave Ryan








daveryan@bresnan.net








406-240-4198

