
BETTER BOATER BATHROOMS: A Human Management Resource

River Agency

Required: 

Washable/Reusable  

/Leak-proof/Other

Approved 

Bag 

Systems*

Unacceptable Urination Website

Alsek/Tatshenshini:            

AK, CAN

NPS, Parks 

Canada, BC 

Provincial Parks

Below high 

water line, away 

from camp

Environmental 

Standards

Arkansas, CO

BLM, CO Dept. 

of Parks & 

Outdoor 

Recreation

In river or far 

from camp in 

gravel & sands

River Runners 

Etiquette

Bruneau, ID BLM
LP/rigid/durable           

/non bio-degradable
e.g. Cw/R2

NO RV type 

toilets
In river Information Section

Colorado: CO, UT             
(Ruby Horsethief Canyon)

BLM
Bio-

degradable

Rules and 

Regulations

Colorado, UT         
(Westwater Canyon)

BLM W/LP/R River Use Stipulations

Colorado, UT               

(Cataract Canyon)
NPS W/R e.g. Cw/R2 River Regulations

Colorado, AZ                    
(Grand Canyon)

NPS W/LP/R
e.g. Cw/R2-for 

day hikes

NO plastic bucket 

systems
Trip Regulations

Deschutes, OR
BLM, OR State 

Parks

LP/rigid/durable             

/non bio-degradable
 NO bag systems

Deschutes River 

Rules

Dolores, CO BLM W/LP/R River Use Stipulations

There are dozens of rivers in North America for which visitors must pack out human waste at the end of their trip.  This is a guide to 

specific requirements/regulations on pack out rivers.  Included are maps showing dump station locations, and links to federal agency 

websites that contain more detail and lots of additional information about the river and surrounding area.  

*Cw-Cleanwaste, R2-RESTOP2

*Other systems may be approved: contact the agency with management responsibility with specific questions.

http://www.nps.gov/glba/parkmgmt/upload/environmental_standards1.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/glba/parkmgmt/upload/environmental_standards1.pdf
http://www.parks.state.co.us/SiteCollectionImages/parks/Programs/BoatingProgram/RiverOutfitters/RiverRunnersBro7052097.pdf
http://www.parks.state.co.us/SiteCollectionImages/parks/Programs/BoatingProgram/RiverOutfitters/RiverRunnersBro7052097.pdf
http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/prog/recreation/what_do_you_want_to/rivers/owyhee_river.html
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/nca/mcnca/recreation/Boating/rules_and_regulations.html
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/nca/mcnca/recreation/Boating/rules_and_regulations.html
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/moab/recreation/river_recreation/river_use_stipulations.html
http://www.nps.gov/cany/planyourvisit/riverregulations.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/upload/Noncommercial_River_Trip_Regulations.pdf
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/site_info.php?siteid=330
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/site_info.php?siteid=330
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/moab/recreation/river_recreation/river_use_stipulations0.html


BETTER BOATER BATHROOMS: A Human Management Resource

River Agency

Required: 

Washable/Reusable  

/Leak-Proof/Other

Approved 

bag 

systems*

Unacceptable Urination Website

Flathead, MT                   
(North & Middle Fork)

NPS, USFS W/LP/R River Regulations

Grande Ronde, OR BLM, USFS Containerized Boater Information

Green, CO                       
(Lodore Canyon)

NPS W/LP/R NO bag systems

In river or high 

and far & 100ft 

from 

water/trails

Information and 

Regulations

Green, UT               
(Desolation Canyon)

BLM W/LP/R River Use Stipulations

Green, UT                  
(Labyrinth Canyon)

BLM, UT State 

Division of 

Lands & 

Forestry

W/LP/R River Use Regulations

Green, UT                 
(Stillwater Canyon)

NPS W/R e.g. Cw/R2 River Regulations

Gunnison, CO (Lower) BLM W/R In river Boating Regulations

Gunnison, CO          
(Gunnison Gorge)

BLM R Visitor Regulations

Illinois, OR USFS Recreation

Jarbridge, ID BLM
LP/rigid /durable          

/non bio-degradable

Bio-

degradable

NO RV type 

toilets
In river Information Section

John Day, OR                    
(Mainstem)

BLM LP/R Cw
Portable Toilet 

information

*Cw-Cleanwaste, R2-RESTOP2

*Other systems may be approved: contact the agency with management responsibility with specific questions.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/flathead/recreation
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/site_info.php?siteid=331
http://www.nps.gov/dino/planyourvisit/upload/2012-Boating-Information-FINAL-72dpi-for-website.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/dino/planyourvisit/upload/2012-Boating-Information-FINAL-72dpi-for-website.pdf
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/price/recreation/riverinf/stips.html
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/price/recreation/labyrinth/river_use.html
http://www.nps.gov/cany/planyourvisit/riverregulations.htm
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/recreation/lowergun.html
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/nca/ggnca/gorge.html
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/rogue-siskiyou/recreation/?cid=stelprdb5305646
http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/prog/recreation/what_do_you_want_to/rivers/owyhee_river.html
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/johnday/toilets.php
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/johnday/toilets.php


BETTER BOATER BATHROOMS: A Human Management Resource

River Agency

Required: 

Washable/Reusable  

/Leak-Proof/Other

Approved 

bag 

systems*

Unacceptable Urination Website

Kern, CA USFS R
Leave No Trace on 

the Kern

Klamath, CA                             
(incl. Scott, Cal-Salmon)

USFS Restrictions

Missouri, MT BLM W/R
Approved 

degradable

Human Waste 

Management

Owyhee: NV, OR, ID BLM
LP/rigid /durable          

/non bio-degradable

Bio-

degradable

NO RV type 

toilets
In river Information Section

Rio Chama, NM BLM, USFS W/R NO bag systems In river
Required river 

recreation items

Rio Grande, NM BLM W/R NO bag systems In river
Required river 

recreation items

Rio Grande, TX NPS W/R

e.g. 

Cw/R2/"blue 

bags"

River Use Regulations

Roanoke, NC
Roanoke River 

Partners
River FAQs

Rogue, OR BLM, USFS W/R/watertight e.g. Cw/R2

NO RV type 

toilets/Snap-on 

lids (unless pre-

approved) 

In river
Human Waste pack 

out requirements

Saint Croix: WI, MN NPS Camping Regulations

*Cw-Cleanwaste, R2-RESTOP2

*Other systems may be approved: contact the agency with management responsibility with specific questions.

http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/publications/rog/river-lnt.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/publications/rog/river-lnt.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/klamath/recreation/hiking/recarea/?recid=13066&actid=50
http://www.blm.gov/mt/st/en/fo/umrbnm/human.html
http://www.blm.gov/mt/st/en/fo/umrbnm/human.html
http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/prog/recreation/what_do_you_want_to/rivers/owyhee_river.html
http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/recreation/recreation_activities/boating_and_kayaking.html#nmriversafety
http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/recreation/recreation_activities/boating_and_kayaking.html#nmriversafety
http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/recreation/recreation_activities/boating_and_kayaking.html#nmriversafety
http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/recreation/recreation_activities/boating_and_kayaking.html#nmriversafety
http://www.nps.gov/bibe/parkmgmt/riverregs.htm
http://www.roanokeriverpartners.org/FAQanswer.asp?ID=4
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/rogue/portable-toilets.php
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/rogue/portable-toilets.php
http://www.nps.gov/sacn/planyourvisit/camping-regulations-highway-8-to-soo-line-high-bridge.htm


BETTER BOATER BATHROOMS: A Human Management Resource

River Agency

Required: 

Washable/Reusable  

/Leak-Proof/Other

Approved 

bag 

systems*

Unacceptable Urination Website

Salmon, ID (Main) USFS

Meet EPA 

group ll waste 

standards

In river/wet 

sand

Equipment 

Requirements

Salmon, ID (Middle Fork) USFS

Meet EPA 

group ll waste 

standards

In river/wet 

sand

Equipment 

Requirements

Salmon, ID (Lower) BLM NO bag systems

In river/on wet 

sand & 

vegetation

Minimum Impact 

Camping

Salt, AZ USFS Permit information

San Juan, UT BLM

W/LP/R/animal-proof/with 

screw-on/ratchet-locking 

lid

Containing 

enzymes and 

polymers

NO snap-on lids River Use Stipulations

Snake: OR, ID                
(Hells Canyon)

USFS
set up toilet 100 feet away 

from any water

River use and 

Etiquette 

Snake, ID (South Fork) BLM W/R/watertight e.g. Cw/R2
NO RV type 

toilets
River regulations

Tuolumne, CA USFS
River permit 

information

*Cw-Cleanwaste, R2-RESTOP2

*Other systems may be approved: contact the agency with management responsibility with specific questions.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/recreation/wateractivities/?cid=stelprdb5303236
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/recreation/wateractivities/?cid=stelprdb5303236
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/recreation/wateractivities/?cid=stelprdb5302658
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/recreation/wateractivities/?cid=stelprdb5302658
http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/prog/recreation/what_do_you_want_to/rivers/lower_salmon_river/minimum_impact__camping.html
http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/prog/recreation/what_do_you_want_to/rivers/lower_salmon_river/minimum_impact__camping.html
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/tonto/passes-permits/other/?cid=fsbdev3_018757
http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/ut/monticello_fo/recreation.Par.11453.File.dat/2012 San Juan River Stipulations.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/wallowa-whitman/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5227289
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/wallowa-whitman/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5227289
http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/fo/upper_snake/recreation_sites_/South_fork_of_Snake_River/regulations.html
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/stanislaus/passes-permits/recreation/?cid=fsm91_057720&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/stanislaus/passes-permits/recreation/?cid=fsm91_057720&width=full


BETTER BOATER BATHROOMS: A Human Management Resource

River Agency

Required: 

Washable/Reusable  

/Leak-Proof/Other

Approved 

bag 

systems*

Unacceptable Urination Website

Verde, AZ USFS W/R

Containing 

enzymes and 

polymers

In river
Verde River 

Information

Wallowa, OR BLM Containerized Boater Information

Yampa, CO NPS W/LP/R NO bag systems

In river or high 

and far & 100ft 

from 

trails/water

Information and 

Regulations

River Agency Recommendations
Dump 

Station(s)?
Urination

Chetco, OR USFS

Karluk, AK ADFG

Selway, ID USFS Washable See Map
Above high water 

mark

Smith, MT                                       
(**a pack out is required 

from Deer Creek camp)

FWP Washable, reusable, Cw

Susquehanna, PA

Susquehanna 

River Trail 

Association, PA 

DCNR, PA F&BC

Many thanks to river managers and topic experts for their many contributions to this guide!  
RMS would like this to be a living resource, so please email rms@river-management.org with updates or improvements.

Rivers where it is encouraged to use a human waste pack out method….

*Cw-Cleanwaste, R2-RESTOP2

*Other systems may be approved: contact the agency with management responsibility with specific questions.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c5/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gDfxMDT8MwRydLA1cj72BTn0AjAwgAykeaxcN4jhYG_h4eYX5hPgYwefy6w0H24dcPNgEHcDTQ9_PIz03VL8iNMMgycVQEADoWIdk!/dl3/d3/L2dJQSEvUUt3QS9ZQnZ3LzZfME80MEkxVkFCOTBFMktTNUJIMjAwMDAwMDA!/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c5/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gDfxMDT8MwRydLA1cj72BTn0AjAwgAykeaxcN4jhYG_h4eYX5hPgYwefy6w0H24dcPNgEHcDTQ9_PIz03VL8iNMMgycVQEADoWIdk!/dl3/d3/L2dJQSEvUUt3QS9ZQnZ3LzZfME80MEkxVkFCOTBFMktTNUJIMjAwMDAwMDA!/
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/site_info.php?siteid=331
http://www.nps.gov/dino/planyourvisit/upload/2012-Boating-Information-FINAL-72dpi-for-website.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/dino/planyourvisit/upload/2012-Boating-Information-FINAL-72dpi-for-website.pdf
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=206972608662357248385.0004b84d12d109eeb0c46&msa=0&ll=46.342543,-115.313272&spn=0.033596,0.084543

